
The Argumentative Essay 
We have spent some time reading about, discussing, and practicing the major elements of an 

argumentative essay, and now it is time to apply these skills in a more formal, researched, 

processed essay, which should be 5-8 pages and written with a partner; in addition, you will 

compile a 4-8 minute media presentation that will showcase your research findings and your 

proposed solution.  Over the next two weeks, we will examine proper research, argumentative 

structure, using evidence, avoiding fallacies, making concessions, and drawing a conclusion.  

You may use the included organizational pattern as a guide to structuring your essay, or you 

may devise your own structure, but try to remember that most argumentative essays include 

four major elements—ill, blame, cure, cost.    

 

Paragraph 1: General introduction of the problem. Thesis statement which states your 

opinion and plan of action.  

Paragraphs 2-3: Background/history of the problem.  Essentially, you’re establishing that 

this is a problem worth solving, or, at the very least, examining in greater detail. Sources 

needed.   

Paragraphs 4-5: Extent of the problem (who is affected, how bad it is, who is to blame, 

etc.). You may address counterarguments of blame here, discuss what alternatives have 

been tried or suggested, and provide an explanation as to why they are inadequate.  

Sources needed.  

Paragraphs 6-8: The heart of your argument.  Explain your “plan/solution,” one that is 

logical and feasible.  Examine the implications: what effect will this issue have on 

individuals and/or the world, particularly if not solved/dealt with?  You may address 

counterarguments to your proposed solutions here.  Sources needed.  

Paragraphs 9-10: A build up to and your conclusion.  Reaffirmation of the strength of your 

argument.  Restatement of thesis and summary of main ideas. 

You will be expected to work on this assignment on your own at home as well as during class 
time.  Start by considering potential topic choices, doing some preliminary research, and 
determining shared responsibilities.  By next Tuesday, you will turn in a Paragraph of Intent—
a statement indicating what topic you have chosen and why, along with a brief explanation of 
your plan of action in tackling the research and writing of the essay.   

A few other things I want you to know before you begin researching:  
-You should bookmark any and all useful web pages that you find throughout your research.  I suggest using 
Google Bookmarks or creating a Word document and copy-pasting the URLs. 
-Keep in mind that you will need a variety of sources so be sure to vary your search techniques.  You  
 could start with scholar.google.com but please remember that there are other appropriate means of finding  
 helpful, useful articles (see our Media Center website for access to good databases). 
-Keep track of ALL bibliographic information on index cards (author’s name; titles of articles/websites/  
 books/programs; publication date and locale; volume, issue, and page numbers) 
-On index cards, write notes of evidence that you think you may use.   
-You must use a variety of evidence types.  I highly recommend interviews with an expert if you can snag   
 one; primary sources tend to be the strongest! 
-Start a working outline to help you keep track of your thoughts. 



Potential Topics for Argumentative Research Paper 

 

*Economics 

 -Trade 

 -Government bailouts  

 -Social Security 

*Technology Issues 

 -Cybercrime/Cyberbullying 

 -Social networks 

-Tech use in education 

-Roles of social media 

*Cell phone use 

 -While driving  

 -in public 

 -in schools 

*Foods 

 -Vegetarianism 

 -Government control 

 -Genetically modified 

 -Obesity 

*English as a national language 

*Age restrictions on drinking or driving 

*Social Issues 

 -Teen “entitlement   

-Paternity leave   

-Gender identity 

 -Pressures 

 -Child/Sex Trafficking  

 

 

 

*School issues 

 -Cheating 

 -Sex/Health Education 

 -Start times 

 -Standardized tests   

-Year round schooling  

-Bilingual Ed 

 -Homeschooling   

-Overall school reform  

-Flipped classrooms 

 -Grade Inflation   

*Health care reform 

*Genetics/Bioethics 

 -Stem cell research 

 -In vitro fertilization 

-Genetically engineered embryos  

*Justice reform 

 -Police Brutality 

 -Racial profiling   

-Juvenile crime 

 -Current punishments 

*Immigration law 

*Environmental issues 

 -Global climate change 

 -Recycling    

-Pollution 

 - Alternative energy   

-Colony Collapse Disorder 

 

      

    

 
 


